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Americans charged, in the quaint language of a
New York mechanic, with having been ' born con-
trary to the Declaration of '76,' and that from its
doors many a poor wretch has been borne away
into helpless bondage. Our indefatigable friend,
Samuel Webb, of Philadelphia, lately presented a
petition to the city council, praying that the build-
ing wherein, in the year 1776, was proclaimed to
an admiring world the sublime truth that all men
are created equal, may no longer be prostituted to
the purpose of sending men, women, and children,
unconvicted of crime, into hopeless, helpless, end-
less bondage, a purpose inconsistent with the uses
to which that building should be applied, which
was selected by the founders of the Republic in
which to 'proclaim Liberty throughout the land,
and to all the inhabitants thereof.' The memo-
rial was presented to the council, and it was
respectfully received and referred to the com-
mittee on city property. What action has been
taken on it we have not learned. The first trial
of a man charged with "being a chattel, at which
we were ever present, was held not long ago in
that very hall! "

He goes on to tell of a respectable-looldng man,
who asserted his right to freedom, being delivered
to slave-hunters from Maryland, their word being
taken as sufficient evidence that he was a slave
who had escaped from his master. The justice
decided against him, and at once, in that sacred
hall, one of the slave-hunters drew from his pocket
a pair of handcuffs and took him away in triumph.
It was to arouse a people who had become accus-